Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / July 24

Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice, stating that the
emergency caused by the lapse of the Export
Administration Act of 1979, as amended, is
to continue in effect for 1 year beyond Au-
oust 17, 2008,

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 23, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 24.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the North Atlantic Treaty Protocols
on the Accession of Albania and
Croatia

July 23,2008

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for Senate advice and
consent to ratification, Protocols to the North
Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on the Accession of
the Republic of Albania and the Republic of
Croatia. These Protocols were adopted at
Brussels on July 9, 2008, and signed that day
on behalf of the United States and the other
Parties to the North Atlantic Treaty. Also
transmitted for the information of the Senate
is the report of the Department of State,
which includes an overview of the Protocols.

NATO enlargement remains an historic
success in advancing freedom, stability, and
democracy in the Euro-Atlantic area. Albania
and Croatia serve as two more examples of
countries motivated by the prospect of
NATO membership to advance significant
and difficult political, economic, and military
reforms. Their efforts and success dem-
onstrate to other countries in the Balkans and
beyond that NATO’s door remains open to
nations willing to shoulder the responsibil-
ities of membership. I am pleased that, with
the advice and consent of the Senate, these
new democracies can soon join us as mem-
bers of this great Alliance.

I ask the Senate to join me in advancing
the cause of freedom and strengthening
NATO by providing its prompt advice and
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consent to ratification of these Protocols of
Accession. My Administration stands ready
to assist you in any way we can in your delib-
erations.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 23, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 24.

Remarks on the President’s Freedom
Agenda
July 24, 2008

Thank you all. Please be seated. Henrietta,
thank you for the kind introduction. I am
honored to join you all today to express
America’s solidarity with those who yearn for
liberty around the world.

Captive Nations Week was first observed
in 1959, at a time when Soviet communism
seemed ascendant. Few people at that first
gathering could have envisioned then what
the—that the cold war would end the way
it did, with the triumph of the shipyard work-
ers in Poland, a Velvet Revolution in Prague,
the fall of the Berlin Wall, and the peaceful
collapse of the Soviet Union. Captive Nation
Week is a chance for us to reflect on that
remarkable history, and to honor the brave
dissidents and democracy activists who
helped secure freedom’s victory in the great
ideological struggle of the 20th century.

Captive Nation Week is also a chance to
reflect on the challenges we face in the 21st
century: the challenge of the new ideological
struggle against violent extremism. In this
struggle, we can go forward with confidence.
Free nations have faced determined enemies
before and have prevailed, and we will pre-
vail again.

I appreciate your leadership of USAID,
Henrietta, and I want to thank all those who
work for this very important agency. I appre-
ciate you being on the frontlines of compas-
sion and decency and liberty.

I'm honored to be here with the Secretary
of Commerce, Carlos Gutierrez. The Cuban
dissidents have no better friend than Carlos
Gutierrez. Think about America: Carlos was
raised—born in Cuba. Today he sits in the



